
6TH/7TH FEBRUARY 2021 

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B   

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

52 Yarra Street  

HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan 
of the Woi wurrung people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity 
of children and young people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I am writing to all our Bishops, Fathers, Deacons and good people of the Archdiocese of Melbourne 

regarding the Change or Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill 2020. 

As I wrote to you in December, the Bill infringes directly on matters that are personal and private, 

including conversations between parents and children, within families, pastoral and professional care to 

informed adults, and to prayer. As I said before Christmas, the State has no interest in how I pray, who I 

pray to, and what I pray for.  

It is just all too strange for a law to be stating what kinds of prayer are legal and what are not.  

I have maintained a commitment to engaging constructively with the government about this proposed 

legislation. I warmly welcome any legislation to protect people from harm, but sadly this Bill does a 

whole lot of other things as well, and we have to be forthright and clear, as well as charitable.  

Many faith groups and leaders have been drawing public attention to the issues in this Bill which could 

be brought to the Legislative Council this week. I have joined with all the Victorian Catholic Bishops to 

express our solidarity with people of good will who have legitimate problems with the Bill, including 

faith leaders, parents and other professionals.  

Please see attached a public letter the Victorian Bishops have co-written with the Islamic Council of 

Victoria, as we seek to stand alongside our brothers and sisters who have given voice to their 

considered and fair concerns with the Bill. We are praying for a constructive way forward to open up 

with all members of the Victorian Parliament.  

Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 

(The attachment can also be found at 
https://melbournecatholic.org/faith-leaders-write-to-premier-over-conversion-therapy-bill )  

 



PARISH PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have 
received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish 
and maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who 
welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our 

patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us 
to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please Remember in your prayers 
Recently  Baptised: Christian Minutolo. 
The Sick:  Mary Teresa Wright, James Artinopoulos, Philomena Misale and 
Brett Ralph, Elizabeth Finn, Pauline Hewatt, Giovanni Mirabella. 
Anniversaries:  Caterina Misale. 

Names on the sick list remain for six weeks, unless otherwise advised.  
Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and 

anniversaries, by Thursday morning latest. Thank you. 

Parish Priest Fr Joel Peart 

Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 
 

Pastoral Pastoral Council  
Chair: Michelle Robertson 
Council members:  
Domenica Ashworth;  
Timothy Boyle 
Margaret Bradley 
Moira Di Cesare 
Karen Frost 
Russell Lew-Kee 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 

Pastoral Worker: 
Elizabeth Williamson 
(0447195553) 

Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 

t: 9457 1066 

e: heidelberg@cam.org.au 

w: pol.org.au/heidelberg 

Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg 

Office Hours: 
Tues—Fri 9:30am to 2:30pm 

Mass Times: Tues to Sat: 9:15am 
& Sat Vigil 6pm, Sun: 8:30am, & 
10:30am & Sunday 5pm.  

Reconciliation (Confession):  

by appointment, Sat 9:30-10am 

Weddings: By appointment 

First Reconciliation, 
 

Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 

Legion of Mary, Weekly 
meeting Wed. 10.30am at 
Francis Xavier Meeting room, 
Parish House. Parish Pilgrim 
statue of Mary:,  Contact Sue 
0449260206 

St John’s walking group: our 
regular Monday morning walks 
leaving from outside the Church 
in Yarra Street at 9.30am. To 
register please contact Jan on 
0423478504. 

St John’s Catholic  Primary 

Maureen Stella (Principal) 

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084 

t: 9459 2963;  

Hall Hire: 

Contact parish office during 
office hours.  



Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5:00pm 

1st Reader Moira Di Cesare Garry Sproules Michelle Robertson Leela Cherubim 

2nd Reader Domenica Ashworth Barbara Barnes Joanne Martinez - 

Communion Emma Chang Oliver Kmita Liz Sier Leo Cosio 

Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5:00pm 

1st Reader Emma Chang Ronnie Maloney Bob Dowling TBA 

2nd Reader Peter Penson Wendy Hernandez Elizabeth Williamson - 

Communion Michelle Penson Leo Hernandez Tim Boyle Charito Cosio 

Morning Tea: 7th February -  Francoise & Maria 

Morning Tea:  in the parish hall this Sunday, February 
7th, following the 10.30a.m. mass. Please join fellow 
parishioners for a cuppa and a chat.  
Sacrament Programme for those students NOT 
attending St John's School:  Applications are now 
open for the following: Reconciliation - Year 3, 2021, 
Eucharist - Year 4, 2021, Confirmation - Year 6, 2021. 
Please contact Elizabeth, elizabeth.williamson 
@cam.org.au for an application form or to make an 
inquiry. Application close on Friday February 26th. 
GEMS (Gregarious Energetic Members of St John's): 
A parish group for the more mature members of St 
John's 50+ It was wonderful to be back together as a 
group last week after 322 days since we last met.  
Our next gathering is on Tuesday, February 9th at 
10.00a.m. New members are most welcome.  
Transport available.  Elizabeth 0447195553. 
Social Justice: In February last year we formed a 
Social Justice Group but sadly owing to COVID19 we 
could only meet twice. All interested in exploring and 
acting on the Social Justice needs of our parish are 
invited to meet on Wednesday 24th February at 7pm 
in the Francis Xavier meeting room. If you are 
interested please contact Jan on 0423 478 504. 
Advertise Your Business In St John’s Parish 
Magazine: The Eyrie comes out quarterly and reaches 
all school families and parishioners on line as well as 
glossy hard copies. Single Advertisements $75 per 
issue or advertise in each of our 4 issues for only 
$200 per year.  Phone Michelle on 0499891101 or 
email parish office: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
Do you know of someone who can't get to mass any 
longer? Would they like to be visited and perhaps 
have  communion taken to them? Contact: Elizabeth 
0447195553 
Volunteers for Sunday Masses: At each Sunday 
Mass volunteers are needed to go on rosters, to 
support parishioners in entering their information 
into the QR system, to be collectors (four are needed 
for each Mass), clean the seats after each Mass. Any 
help will be very much appreciated - we are all in this 
together. To volunteer please contact during office 
hours Tuesday to Friday, 9:30am to 2:30pm the 
Parish office on 94571066 or email at  
heidelberg@cam.org.au 

Consecrate yourself to St Joseph : Join us on Zoom 
to begin the 33-Day Preparation for Total 
Consecration to St. Joseph. Starts Monday, 15th 
February, daily on Zoom at 8.30 pm - Meeting ID 934 
8301 1034 / Passcode 206443 Consecration Day 
Friday, 19 March, 2021 
The book Consecration to St. Joseph - The Wonders 
of Our Spiritual Father by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC 
contains the daily readings of the 33 days.  Reading it 
will change your life.   You may do the daily readings 
on your own if you are unable to join on Zoom. 
Enquires or copies Sue 0449260206 or  Caroline 
Fernandez 0423 838 756/ smtcsf@gmail.com 
Palms Australia: Low-income communities want to 
share your skills to help develop self-reliance and 
sustainable solutions to poverty. The call is to all 
trades and professions to assist build the ability of 
their people and the capacity of their organisations. 
To properly prepare for a 2022 placement and to. 
find out more visit Ross House, Mezzanine-Sue Healy 
Room 247 Flinders Lane, MELBOURNE. Saturday 20 
February @ 10:00am palms.org.au  
Significant Birthdays and Anniversaries: If you or a 
loved one are celebrating a significant birthday (18th, 
21st, 30th, 40th...) or a wedding anniversary please 
let us know at heidelberg@cam.org.au so we can 
celebrate and pray for you as a community 

Looking ahead 

Tuesday February 16th : Shrove Tuesday  9.15a.m. 
mass followed by pancakes and a cuppa in the Francis 

Xavier Meeting Room 

Wednesday February 17th : Ash Wednesday Mass 

times: 9.15a.m. and 7.00p.m. 
Friday February 19th: Stations of the Cross 7.00p.m 

Saturday February 20th: Sacrament of Confirmation 

for Year 6, 2020 St John's School students. St John's 

Church. 
Sunday February 21st : First Sunday of Lent 

Thursday February 25th Parish Annual Meeting 

7.30p.m.Francis Xavier Meeting Room. 

Friday February 26th: Applications close for Sacrament 
Programme 

Stations of the Cross 7.00p.m 

Sunday February 28th: Second Sunday of Lent  

mailto:smtcsf@gmail.com
http://www.palms.org.au/


© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon 

 O come, let us worship God 
and bow low before the God who made us, 
for he is the Lord our God. 

First Reading            Job  7:1-4. 6-7 

 Job began to speak: Is not man’s life on earth 
nothing more than pressed service, his time no 
better than hired drudgery? Like the slave, sighing for 
the shade, or the workman with no thought but his 
wages, months of delusion I have assigned to me, 
nothing for my own but nights of grief. Lying in bed I 
wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ Risen I think, ‘How 
slowly evening comes!’ Restlessly I fret till twilight 
falls. Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have 
passed, and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 
Remember that my life is but a breath, and that my 
eyes will never again see joy. 

Responsorial Psalm                      Psalm 146:1-6  

Response: Praise the Lord who heals the broken-
hearted.  

Praise the Lord for he is good;  
sing to our God for he is loving: 
to him our praise is due    R./ 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem  
and brings back Israel’s exiles, 
he heals the broken-hearted, 
he binds up all their wounds. 
He fixes the number of the stars; 
he calls each one by its name.   R./ 

Our Lord is great and almighty;  
his wisdom can never be measured. 
The Lord raises the lowly; 
he humbles the wicked to the dust.   R./ 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 9:16-19. 22-23  

 I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is 
a duty which has been laid on me; I should be 

punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work 

myself, I might have been paid for it, but as I have not, 

it is a responsibility which has been put into my hands. 

Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my 

preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and 

not insist on the rights which the gospel gives me. 
So though I am not a slave of any man I have made 

myself the slave of everyone so as to win as many as I 

could. For the weak I made myself weak. I made 

myself all things to all men in order to save some at 
any cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the gospel, 

to have a share in its blessings. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
He bore our sickness, 
and endured our suffering. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel            Mark 1:29-39  

 On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with 
James and John straight to the house of Simon and 
Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to bed 
with fever, and they told him about her straightaway. 
He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her 
up. And the fever left her and she began to wait on 
them. 

That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who 
were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The 
whole town came crowding round the door, and he 
cured many who were suffering from diseases of one 
kind or another; he also cast out many devils, but he 
would not allow them to speak, because they knew 
who he was. 

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left 
the house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed 
there. Simon and his companions set out in search of 
him, and when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is 
looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to 
the neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach 
there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all 
through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 
casting out devils. 

 

Communion Antiphon 

 Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men, 
for he satisfies the thirsty soul, 
and the hungry he fills with good things. 


